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by Byme (1998) as “external” (i.e., failure surfaces not intersecting the nails), “internal” (i.e.,
failure surfaces intersecting all nails), and “mixed” (i.e., failure surfaces intersecting some nails) are
classified as external failure modes in this document.
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Figure 5.3: Principal Modes of Failure of Soil Nail Wall Systems.

The evaluation of external stability is an important aspect in the design of soil nail walls because the
magnitude and consequence of failure can be significant. External stability analyses are performed
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